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look at them, esteeming themselves happy if they might
touch them, and present something to them. But when the
Indians saw that, after the departure of these men, others
came, and that already they were beginning to build houses, to
settle themselves in the country, to illtreat them, to ask them
for pearls and for precious stones, besides subjecting them
to torments and abuse; they began to complain that these
facts did not agree with their saying that they were the sons
of God; but that they must have some other bad master,
since he permitted their depriving the natives of their
liberty, subjecting them to servitude, and killing them.
They maintained that these were not works descended from
heaven; and finally, that people receiving good and return-
ing evil for it, could not be worthy sons of God; that they
used good words, and then committed bad deeds. There
were some who said, What sort of God can this be that has
brought forth so many bad sons, and such wicked men ? If
the father is like the sons, he cannot be good; and held
many such and other similar arguments.
If the Spaniards had shown any kindness when they first
entered those countries, and had persevered in exercising be-
nignity and humanity, instead of persevering in cruelty and
avarice, we might have hoped that the generation of savages
would have learned to cultivate reason, to acquire some
degree of virtue and honour, and have been creditable to the
Christian name; then there would not have ensued the
death of so many Spaniards, nor the destruction of such
multitudes of Indians, as you will hear in the sequel of this
history, and instead of bearing us constant hatred and
abusing us, they would have loved and reverenced us.
Now let us return to the almirante Columbus, who re-
mained three years at court,1 much caressed by the king.
1 This delay arose from the difficulty of bringing into effect the various
plans for a fourth, voyage, which his passion for discovery led Columbus
to propose. Of this the leading purpose was his original idea of opening